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Tom Crosby 

WII Civilian 
Prisoner of War 
for 37 

Unforgettable Months 

   Tom was born in the 
Philippines to American 
parents who were working 
in Manila before the war. On 
December 7th 1941 when 
Pearl Harbor was bombed, 
military installations in the 
Philippines were also 
attacked on the same day.  

   Shortly after the Japanese 
entered Manila, Tom, and 
his family of five were taken 
to the University of Santo 
Tomas, built in 1611 with no 
dormitory facilities. There, 
with 3700 allied 
nationalities, Tom would 
spend the next 37 months in 
captivity.  

   At the end of three very 
hungry years, on February 
3rd 1945, General 
MacArthur’s 1st Cavalry 
Division spearheaded “Flying 
Column” mechanized units 
through the Japanese 

infantry lines to rescue the 
prison camp before the 
Japanese could carry out 
orders from Tokyo to 
eliminate all military and 
civilian prisoners. 

   Tom, now 11 years old, 
was among 220 prisoners 
held hostage by 65 Japanese 
for 36 tense hours until 
negotiations ended in 
exchanging the prisoners for 
the safe escort of the 
Japanese fully armed to the 
enemy’s front lines a few 
blocks away and 
released. Two days later the 
Japanese found out about 
the rescue and began 
shelling the camp for four 
days resulting in many 

casualties. Tom and his 
family survived this ordeal. 

   Tom regained his health 
and education, later joining 
the Navy during the Korean 
conflict, then worked in 
aerospace for 13 years and 
finally retired after 25 years 
with the City of Coronado in 
San Diego County.  

   Tom and his wife Nancy 
are proud active members of 
the San Diego Chapter-Ex-
Prisoners of War, with 4 
children, 9 grandchildren 
and 6 great grandchildren. 

W 
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Fred Kennie 

TH Air Force, 95th Bomb 
Group, 334th Squadron 

   Was a Co‐Pilot, flying the 
B‐17 Bombers in WW II. On his 
7th mission his plane was shot 
down on a raid to Munster, 
Germany, October 10, 1943. 
Following bailout over Western 
Germany he hid out; walked by 
night and evaded into Holland. 

   When he could walk no more, 
due to frozen feet lack of water 
and food; he was discovered in a 
farmer’s haystack. Circumstances 
were such that the “Dutch” 
Authorities were compelled to 
turn him over to the Germans, 
otherwise the Occupying Forces 
would kill 10 or more randomly 
selected citizens, as they had 
done just several weeks earlier, 
when another Allied flyer had 
escaped into the “Dutch 
Underground”. 

   Fred spent the remainder of the 
War, 19 months, as the guest of 
the German Reich in a German 
Prisoner of War Camp known as 
Stalag Luft I. The camp was 
located in Northern Germany in 
the small town of Barth on the 
Baltic Coast. At the war’s end in 
May 1945, the camp was 
liberated by the Russian Armed 
Forces. 
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 After returning home to 
Pennsylvania, he attended 
Purdue University, in Indiana, 
raduating with a Bachelor of 
cience Degree in Airport 
Management. While in school, he 
ontinued flying in the Reserves 
s time permitted. He accepted a 
position in 1950 as Airport 
Manager of the Williamsport 
Municipal Airport in 
Pennsylvania.  

 Shortly after the death of his 
wife, he moved to California and 
ettled in San Diego in early 1952. 
While visiting with Jim 
Bellingham, a Flight School and 
POW room‐mate he accepted 
mployment with Convair, as a 
ogistics and Contracts 
Administrator. He married in San 
Diego the following year, raised 
wo children; and after 49 years 
of marriage, lost his wife, who 
had been ill for 24 years. He was 
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Ralph Kling 

rew up on a small 
farm of cows and 
chickens in 

central California. 

   After high school 
graduation in 1942 he 
and his twin brother 
joined Army Air Corps. 
Ralph graduated as 2nd 
Lt Dec.5th '43. RTU in P-
47, went to England April 
8; (his brother went to 
Italy). 

   He joined 388th Fighter 
Squadron May 1st, flew 
two missions before D 
Day and 66 after; had 
one Victory. Most 
missions were in support 
of General George S. 
Patton.  

   Ralph bailed out of his 
flaming P47 Thunderbolt 
on September 21, 1944 
over Luxemburg. 

 

   He then spent 3 weeks 
in a German hospital for 
"displaced" people 
working in German war 
industry. Was then 3 
months in Stalag Luft III 
(of Great Escape fame). 
The prisoners spent a 
week walking in snow 
and riding in box cars 
and starved nearly to 
death. Next, he was held 
in Mooseborg's 
Wehrmacht (Army) 
Camp for 2 1/2 months. 

   Ralph was Liberated 
April 29, 1945. 

 

   After the war, he went 
to San Jose State 
University, taught and 
coached high school for 
15 years and was an 
administrator for 15 
more (11 as Principal of a 
large high school).  

   After retirement he 
worked at HP for 7 years, 
National U for three and 
then built "Boulders" and 
has worked diligently 
with the POW Group. 

G
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Carlos Montoya 

Carlos is a former POW and 
survivor of the notorious Bataan 
Death March. Originally from 
Albuquerque NM, he was sent 
with the 200th Coast Artillery to 
the Philippines before WW11 and 
was at Camp Stotsenberg when it 
was attacked by the Japanese 
immediately after Pearl Harbor  

After fighting down the peninsula 
for four months, the defenders of 
Bataan, U. S. Army and Philippine 
Army soldiers were commanded 
to surrender to the Japanese. 

Completely out of food and 
ammo, they reluctantly followed 
orders and were captured. Near 
the town of Marivales at the tip 
of the peninsula, the Japanese 
sent Carlos along with thousands 
of others through searing tropical 
heat and humidity with no water 
and no food and the psychotic 
Japanese beating and bayoneting 
as many men as they wanted to. 

After five days of torturous 
marching, Carlos and the others 
were packed like sardines into 
tiny rail cars for a 20 mile stretch 
of track between San Fernando 
and Capas. The cars were so 
packed with men that many died 
before they reached the station 
at Capas; where they were 
unloaded from the cars and 

marched the last six miles to 
Camp O'Donnell. 

There was almost no water for 
the prisoners, and during his time 
there, Carlos became ill with 
dysentery and was left for dead 
in a room at the camp infirmary 
called "zero ward". He 
summoned the strength to crawl 
back to his unit and with some 
help from a friend, he was able to 
heal himself enough to volunteer 
for a work party.  

He wanted to get out of the camp 
that he felt was a death trap. He 
worked through the summer on a 
road through the jungle and after 
3 months, out of 300 men on the 
detail, Carlos was one of 48 who 
survived. He went from there to 
Bilibid Prison and then to Camp 
Cabanatuan before he was 
shipped to Japan aboard a 
freighter like cattle. In Japan he 

was transported to the 
northwestern coast where he 
worked like a pack mule loading 
coal in the town of Niigata. 

He spent the rest of the war in 
Niigata Camp 5B and there was a 
guard at the coal yard that 
singled him out for special 
beatings and torture. Carlos grew 
to hate this guard and in 1972, 
long after he was liberated, he 
returned to Japan with a  pistol 
intent on revenge. 

His revenge was denied him, 
however, and he couldn't locate 
the guard. He was also there for 
the '72 Olympics, so the trip 
wasn't a total waste. He now lives 
in San Diego with his wife Betty, 
alive and still kicking at 93 years. 
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